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It was also advised in Cabinet that we sell more of the
turreted ironclads from the Navy.

General Dix was designated Minister to France in place
of Bigelow,who asks to be relieved. Dix was also appointed
Naval Officer at New York. Between the two I know not
which he will take. McCulloch says Dix is poor, which I
did not suppose and still doubt.

September 26, Wednesday. A delegation, headed by ex-
Governor Johnson, from Pennsylvania, came with a note
from the President. The delegation ask for extensive re-
movals at the Navy Yard and that three thousand men
should be employed there for a few weeks. I declined to
employ or have men in the pay of the Government if not
wanted. Admiral Smith, Chief of Yards and Docks, re-
ports that the gangs are full. I therefore informed the gen-
tlemen I could not do more. They said if I did not, the
Administration would lose two, and probably three, Mem-
bers of Congress which it would otherwise carry. I
doubted whether they could accomplish so much as they
supposed, provided I could properly gratify their demand.
But I could not.

September 27, Thursday. Sam J. Tilden and De Wolf of
Oswego spent the evening with me. Tilden has good sense,
intelligence, honesty, but is a strong party man. Sees
everything with partisan eyes, yet understandingly. In
1848 and for a time thereafter he was a Barnburner, going
with the Van Burens, but very soon was homesick, sighed
for the old organization, and continued to long for the
"leeks and onions" of his political Egypt, until he got once
more into the regular Democratic fold. From that time he
has clung to the horns of party with undying tenacity.
During the War he did not side with the Rebels, but he dis-
liked and abjured the Administration.

At this time he supports the President, but I perceive he
aims to do it as a Democrat rather than as a patriot, and